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Word from the President:

 For over 8 years now, our foundation 
te mana o te moana «spirit of the oceans» 
is developing daily actions and programs 
in education, conservation and research on 
marine biodiversity in French Polynesia. 
Coral reefs, marine turtles, marine mam-
mals, sustainable practices are some our key 
headlights… but we are constantly looking to 
develop our actions in any field that can have 
an impact on health of our planet Earth...

 Come and join our network and 
our observatories, help us and support 
our actions so that together we can believe 
in the future... lets work in harmony to 
help the ocean remain an unlimited re-
source, essential for maintaining long-las-
ting, fertile, beautiful and diverse Life 
on Earth so indispensable to our future...

 Dr Cécile Gaspar, President
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Introduction

 Te mana o te moana non-governmental organization was founded on September 23rd, 2004. 
Through its research, conservation, communication and educational activities, the foundation 
strives to protect the marine environment of French Polynesia and to extend to the all world.
Since 2008, Te mana o te moana is state-approved NGO of General interest and officially reco-
gnized by the environmental code. Te mana o te moana is also a member of IUCN (International 
Union for Conservation of Nature), membership type B (c) - National non-governmental organi-
zations (number NG/25093).
 

Presentation

ô Marine environment: coral reefs, sea turtles, fish, marine mammals
ô Climate change
ô Ecotourism
ô Sustainable development
 

        onservation:
Te mana o te moana implements pro-
grams for the protection and moni-
toring of marine species (cetaceans, 
turtles, fish, coral). In accordance with 
this mission, the NGO manages the Sea 
Turtle Clinic, which is set up on the 
premises of the InterContinental Moo-
rea Resort & Spa.

          ducation:
Te mana o te moana promotes environ-
mental awareness for the public, for 
local populations and especially for 
children, through school programs and 
communication material aimed at a 
better understanding of the local natu-
ral heritage and its fragile balance.

         

 esearch:
Te mana o te moana in partnership 
with other universities and associations 
is involved in studies and research pro-
jects pertaining to the Polynesian ma-
rine fauna and flora and island ecosys-
tems.
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Objectives

Fields of expertise 

Activities

ô Creation and development of educational resources 
ô Elaboration of raising awareness supports
ô Educational class and field activities
ô Trainings for teachers, companies, diving clubs…
ô Scientific and public conferences
ô Organization of environmental events
ô Underwater landscaping : coral transplantation, rehabilitation of damaged areas, creation of  
underwater trails and coral gardens
ô Consulting for companies on sustainable development and eco-certification



 SOME FIGURES...

 Since its creation, Te mana o te moana:

  ô raised awareness of more than 39 000 children on   
 marine environment protection;

  ôcreated 10 educational games board, 13 pedagogic   
 activities or supports, 2 educational toolkits, 2 marine   
 life charters and 5 pedagogic booklets;

  ôrealized more than 40 information and education 
 posters; 

  ôparticipated in more than 250 events;

  ôwelcomed 292 sea turtles within the Clinic, 126 of   
 them has been released successfully;

  ôcreated 3 underwater trails and 2 coral gardens;

  ômade 28 representations at national and  
 international scientific conferences;

  ôlisted 58 stingrays in the lagoon of Moorea and 375   
 turtles on 6 islands of the Society Archipelago;

  ôlisted more than 681 sea turtles thanks to the Sea   
 Turtles Observatory;

 ôcounted 950 nesting traces of sea turtles;

  ôequipped 9 sea turtles with satellite tag;

 ôgathered more than 681 cetaceans observation datas   
           thanks to the Cetacean Observatory held in 2011.

  ôrealized more than 90 projetcs reports; 

  ôcollected more than 2 tons of waste during the    
 beaches cleanup;  

 ôTe mana o te moana has been as part of : 
 more than 300 articles in the printing press;

 more than 240 links on the web 
 more than 90 reporting’s Broadcoast medias : Echappées   
 belles, Missions Sauvage...;
 ô realized a documentary called « Honu here » 



Te mana o te moana gets support from a range of different partners that have local or 
international influence. These organizations usually provide funds, technical expertise 
or even special consultancy.

Partners and networks

 Jean-Michel Cousteau, president of Ocean Fu-
tures Society NGO, Te mana o te moana ambassador 
since October 2008.
“Thanks to Te mana o te moana our Sustainable Reefs 
program has been brought to French Polynesia.  We 
are extremely pleased to have collaborated with Cecile 
Gaspar and her team to make our message of appre-
ciating the value of coral reefs, understanding their 
connections to humans and actions to protect them 
available to the next generation in French Polynesia.  
Te mana o te moana is doing great work and we are 
honored to have them as a collaborating Partner“.

 Jean-Francois Clervoy, Clervoy, astronaut in the 
European Space Agency (3 space missions), Te mana o 
te moana patron since June 2009: 
“I admire the team devoted to its noble mission of 
protecting our planet and raising public awareness 
on nature conservation. I could testify that our Planet 
Earth is very beautiful seen from the space. And now I 
can say that there are people with as big and generous 
heart as the beauty of the natural environment. I am 
honored to be the patron of Te mana o te moana”.

 Rauata Temauri, Miss Tahiti 2011 and patron  of 
the association since May 11, 2012
This successful danser has been progressed for 5 years 
within the Hei Tahiti troupe. 
Aged from 22 years old, she is actually a teacher at the 
Samuel Raapoto College. Active environmentalist, she 
became a new patron of the association. 

Patrons and ambassadors

Financial partners: 

Collaborating partners and networks:

	  
Poi here ‘ia Maiao 

More than 200 parteners in the world, more than 250 members, more than 40 
active volunteers, more than 35 interns since 2005. 



CONSERVATION
AND

                       RESEARCH



Sea turtles ô Management of the Sea Turtle Clinic

ô Sea turtle nest monitoring on beaches of   
      the island of Tetiaroa

ô French polynesia sea turtles Observatory

ô Satellite tags on Sea turtles

ô Dual Research and Conservation project   
      on sea turtles of French polynesia



Management of the Sea Turtle Clinic
 Sea Turtle Clinic was created in 
February 2004 with the support of the 
Ministry for the Environment and as part 
of the sea turtles protection program of 
French Polynesia. The Sea turtles clinic, 
appointed by the Government Office for 
Environment, shelters and treats turtles 
found sick, wounded, mutilated or seized 
by the authorities.

 Since its creation, 292 turtles have 
been sheltered by the clinic and 126 of 
them were successfully released back in 
the wild. Three of the five species encoun-
tered in French Polynesia were welco-
med. Most of the time, the clinic has got 
green turtle specie (adults and juveniles), 
hawksbill turtle and 4 specimens of olive 
turtle. Pathologies are various:  apathy, 
injuries by spear fishing or plastic inges-
tion. Most the time, sea turtles are coming 
from the French Polynesia archipelagos 
and are transferred to the sea turtle cli-
nic thanks to partnership with Air Tahiti 
airline.
When the time of releasing is coming, 
thanks to the logistic support of the Ma-
hana tours’s company and the scuba di-
ving center Top dive Bathy’s, te mana o 
te moana welcomes children, for a better 
understanding of the this emblematic spe-
cie of French Polynesia.

Sea Turtles Clinic plays an important part 
in increasing the public awareness on sea 
turtle protection. In order to make aware 
and to educate tourists and locals, Te mana 
o te moana has inaugurated in 2008 the “Fare 
honu”, (the “sea turtle house” in Tahitian lan-
guage), exhibition on sea turtles. 
It aims at increasing awareness and know-
ledge on sea turtles’ protection among local 
community, children and international tou-
rists. Fare Honu welcomes more than 300 vi-
sitors per month, which are at least aware of 
the necessity of protecting endangered species 
of French Polynesia. 
At the end of the 2010 year, during the “1st 
Symposium on sea turtles of French Polyne-
sia”, te mana o te moana inaugurated it new 
facility including a kid’s cove for schools 
programs “le fare environnement” (means 
«the environmental house» in Tahitian), an 
office to work with another room dedicated 
to medical care “the sea turtle clinic”place. 
This new facility was funded thanks to the 
InterContinental hotels chain, the Moorea 
Dolphin Center and the Pacific Beachcom-
ber entity; this structure plays an added key 
role on the public awareness on marine life 
conservation, alongside the «fare»  financed 
by the PATA Foundation (Pacific and Asia 
Travel Association).

http://www.temanaotemoana.com/fr/conservation/la-clinique-des-tortues-marines/



 With the support of the Brando 
family and the Pacific Beachcomber 
SA, Te mana o te moana has imple-
mented since 2005, a program for the 
monitoring of turtle nests different 
motu (small islands) on the atoll of 
Tetiaroa (nearby Tahiti). On the wild 
atoll, laying’s of sea turtles are regular-
ly observed during the egg-laying sea-
son (from October to March). 

Since 2007/2008 sea turtle nesting sea-
son, Te mana o te moana has been 
conducting continuous monitoring 
campaigns on Tetiaroa. The data are 
collected by teams of eco-volunteers 
that are supervised by marine biologists 
of the NGO. From October to Mars, 
they monitor beaches of different motu 
and register tracks, nests and egg laying 
sites of sea turtles. In addition, they 
make a detailed topographical descrip-
tion and a list of potential predators of 
baby turtles. This project is made also 
in partnership with the Planète Ur-
gence NGO and it’s volunteers.

Sea turtle nest monitoring on 
beaches of the island of Tetiaroa

At the end of several monitoring cam-
paigns, it will allow collecting detailed 
data on sea turtle nesting in this area of 
French Polynesia. It will help then to 
find solutions on environmental plan-
ning and to develop conservation plans 
to protect those endangered species. The 
foundation is now also working closely 
with the local foundation created on 
Tetiaroa in 2010 named “Conservation 
Tetiaroa”.

As part of this project, Biologists 
and eco-volunteers of Te mana o 
te moana involved in the conser-
vation project “Sea turtle nests 
monitoring on Tetiaroa atoll” 
have:

ôregistered  around 1 000 
turtle tracks
 

ôcovered more than 3 000 
km by foot on land

ôspent 800 days on the atoll



    o follow the recent initiatives of sea turtles 
studies and conservation in French Polynesia, it 
was truly indispensable to lay an interactive tool 
for collecting data and also to adapt and sprea-
ding of the information. That was the goal for Te 
Mana O Te Moana in wishing to create an obser-
vatory on sea turtles of French Polynesia.

      he existence  of a sea turtle Observatory is 
particularly important to get the local imple-
ment in making observations and in preserving 
those endangered species. The French Polynesia 
territory is vast as the Europe surface, that’s why 
it’s a key to make the far way habitantscooperate 
to the observation network, and help Te Mana O 
Te Moana writing down annual reports. 

       
      hat’s in that aim that the sea turtles observa-
tory is structuring itself since the beginning of 
the 2011 year thanks to the financial support of 
the «Fondation pour la Nature de l’Homme», and 
in partenership with the CRIOBE Institute (Ad-
vanced Studies Practical Institution). Various 
supports as observation sheet’s, species identifi-
cation card and methodological guide are distri-
buted. 

T

Sea turtles Observatory 
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Satellite tags on Sea turtles

Amongst the numerous research 
programs on sea turtles conduc-
ted by the association Te mana o 
te moana, the new one consists in 
green turtles monitoring by satel-
lites. Thanks to the technical and 
financial support from NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration), the Dr. 
George Balazs of Hawaii (Marine 
Turtle Research Program NOAA 
National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice) and the financial support of 
the Anneberg foundation, the as-
sociation has been able to tag five 
green turtles with satellite trans-
mitters and for the first time in 
French Polynesia on hawksbill 
turtle!  Te mana o te moana is now 
collecting vital information about 
their movements.

An example of satellite tag trac-
king: Maruia, green turtle of 100kg 
for 97cm of shell, Argos number 
53765, has bee tagged on February 
9th 2011 (nest on a a motu called 
Tiaraunu, Tetiaroa). 2 tags were 
fixed on her back flippers (tags 
973 et 969). In 73 days, she has 
directly covered straight away to 
the North of the Cook islands and 
then has steered for Niue, which is 
at more than 1500 kilometres from 
Tetiaroa before her arrival to the 
North of Mango Island in Fidji.



Dual Research and Conservation project on sea turtles

 Sea turtles, their stocks, distribution, and ecology are 
not well known in French Polynesia. This lake of detailed 
data is contrasting to the results obtained in many countries 
of the Pacific and makes the placing of adapted conservation 
plans difficult, in a territory as big as the Europe surface.

 Te mana o te moana wished to conduct a huge research 
program on sea turtles, fund principally by the Critical Eco-
system Partnership Fund (CEPF) and the Ministry of the En-
vironment, of Sub stainable development and the Sea. Started 
on July 2010, it’s an innovating program, which combine both 
a new technique of in-water monitoring called “the manta tow” 
and a nesting beach monitoring of green sea turtles on land.  
This study targets critical endangered species of extinction 
(Chelonia mydas) and critically endangered (Eretmochelys imbri-
cata). The project concerns six islands of the Society archipe-
lagos: Bora Bora, Maupiti, Tupai Maiao, Moorea and Tetia-
roa. The 19 technicians and 21 observators specially trained 
for the “manta tow” technique have covered those islands, sam-
pling around 745 km of extern slope in 47 days in the field. To 
conclude, 380 observations of sea turtles were realised by the 
all team!!

 Before all the missions, and in order to gather local and 
international actors in the sea turtle conservation, a works-
hop was organized in Moorea at the InterContinental Resort 
and Spa Moorea on October 26th and 27th. This workshop, 
called the “1st French Polynesian Symposium and Workshop 
on Sea Turtles”, gathered local NGOs, research centers, fisher-
men, environmental offices and local authorities. Internatio-
nal scientists were also invited to intervene and to share their 
experience in the sea turtles conservation. Goals of the pro-
ject are to establish a true assessment of the actions already 
carried out in French Polynesia and needs for the future; to 
define the local priorities in both conservation and research of 
the sea turtles ; and to define proposals for conservation plans 
involving experimented actors and adapted to the specificity of 
French Polynesia.



Coral reefs

ô Creation of underwater trails 
and coral gardens

ô Creation of coral gardens



Creation of underwater trails and 
coral gardens

As a part of its biodiversity conservation program, Te mana o te moana deve-
lops underwater trails for general public (children and adults) for underwa-
ter world exploration. Usually, a visitor with scuba diving equipment follows 
a trail indicated by buoys and read information on underwater boards when 
it’s possible.

Underwater trails created by Te 
mana o te moana:

2006 : ReefQuest underwater 
trail in the lagoon of the hotel 
InterContinental Moorea Resort 
& Spa.

February 2008 : underwater 
trail on the island of Maupiti 
(Leeward Islands) for the scuba 
diving center « Maupiti Nau-
tique ».

August 2008 : underwater trail 
for the Moorea sailing club in 
Opunohu bay.

 QuestReef          
Te mana o te moana created the first underwater trail in French Polyne-
sia into the channel of the hotel InterContinental Moorea Resort and Spa. 
Open for visit in 2006, ReefQuest underwater trail offers to visitors a gui-
ding underwater tour that helps to learn more on coral reefs and their resi-
dents and to realize the importance of marine environment preservation. 
The trail plays an important awareness raisin role. 
The association created an educational program based on coral reefs for 
school groups, called “the Lagon récré program”. Also validated by the Mi-
nistry of Primary schools (DEP), children will learn about coral reefs life 
and will finish the program by visiting the underwater trail.

The feature of this ReefQuest underwater trail is that it’ s located in the 
“artificial channel” of the hotel. This channel was initially relatively 
poor in flora and fauna. The underwater landscaping was conducted by 
the Island Research Center and Environment Observatory (CRIOBE) 
in 2004. Marine biologists of the Center started creating a coral garden 
by coral transplantation. Basaltic rocks were installed into the channel, 
and then corals were fixed onto them.

Scientific monitoring showed that transplanted coral started natural de-
velopment and various species of fish started colonizing this area. Fish 
larvae have also been observed. More than a hundred of fish species, al-
gae and invertebrates colonized this zone and share their habitat among 
corals, rocks and sandy bottom.



Coral gardens on Bora Bora and Tahiti

In 2009, biologists from Te 
mana o Te moana have been 
monitoring the lagoon of the 
hotel InterContinental Re-
sort and Thalasso Spa Bora 
Bora and started creating its 
underwater landscape with 
a coral garden and a ray-
feeding area. More than 700 
coral colonies were trans-
planted during March and 
April 2009. Corals are in 
good health. Regular scienti-
fic monitoring is conducted 
in order to study and observe 
transplanted corals. This 
area is now a habitat to more 
than 79 fish species and to a 
number of invertebrates.

	  

 As part of the Environmental ap-
proach of the hotel InterContinental Tahi-
ti, Te mana o te moana has been appealed to 
initiate and coordinate a newest action for 
the “Fare I’a” reserve restoring. Also cal-
led “the lagoonarium”, this artificial place 
includes underwater landscape layout with 
coral garden and marine life animals.

After having realised tests for the water 
quality, Te mana o te moana planned the 
layout during the months of July and Au-
gust 2011, the best time to have the optimal 
survival of coral reefs transplanted.

 Te mana o te moana associates itself with the BoraEcoFish compa-
gny, specialized on the on the fish post-larva breeding and collecting and 
also on reef layout, to participate to this project. Then, 104 clams (Tridac-
na maxima) from the aquaculture company Tahiti Marine Aquaculture 
were reintroduced onto the 2 places of the site.

At least, this project permit to reintroduce a marvellous landscape into the 
InterContinental Tahiti hotel lagoonarium, and the reintroduction of 800 
coral reefs colonies and 100 clams. A new place to discover the richness of 
the marine fauna and flora in total safety! 

Coral garden on 
Tahiti      



Cetaceans



Observatory of cetaceans 

 In 2011, Te mana o te moana wished to establish an observatory 
of cetaceans, especially for the French Polynesia islands in order to 
gather local actors and to propose different tools and actions for a bet-
ter understanding of the Sanctuary held by the French Polynesia Gou-
vernment in 2002. This project is funded by both the TOTAL Founda-
tion and the Nature et Découvertes one’s.

 In fact, French Polynesia is protecting all the cetaceans of the 
territorial waters through a Sanctuary since 2002.  
For a better knowledge of locals and tourists, Te mana o te moana 
realizes different education and information tools that were distribu-
ted for free to the Dolphins and Whales Watching Tours, scuba diving 
club, etc. 
Eductaional tools created : a special “Guide of approach of the French 
Polynesia cetaceans”  -  underwater cetaceans cards  - observation 
sheets will be provided to all person that would like to take part to the 
network and protect the cetaceans of French Polynesia and a special 
version for school children will be available in order for them to col-
lect data’s. 

Since the beginning in 
2011,  :

ô rgathered more than 
681 observation 

ôraised awarness of 
more than 40 entities

ô inform more than 
150 persons (toursits and 
adults) of the necessity of 
protecting the cetaceans of 
French Polynesia.



Stingrays



Stingray’s study

      ince 2004, Dr. Cécile Gaspar, president of Te mana o te moana, 
conducted a research project on pink whiprays Himantura fai for her 
PhD dissertation in ecology, under Dr René Galzin from the CRIOBE-
EPHE (Advanced Studies Practical Institution). The results of this stu-
dy were presented in October 2008 in the University of French Polynesia.

         
         his study encompasses human, cultural, and economic issues asso-
ciated with the ray feeding activity in Moorea lagoon. Dr. Gaspar pre-
sented tracking survey results and her study on genetic structure of this 
ray species population amongst 4 Polynesian archipelagos. The results of 
this study also contribute to the “stingray feeding guideline” included in 
the Moorea Marine Space Management Plan created since 2004.

       
       e mana o te moana wishes to continue this research work on pink 
whiprays breeding which stays mysterious. Any person who has seen 
baby rays or ray mating is asked to contact the NGO.

T

S  

T



EDUCATION



Educational programs

ô Honu Récré
ô Delphineau Recré
ô Lagon Recré
ô Moana Recré
ô Informal program



Educational programs

 Te mana o te moana plays an important role in educating the public, local populations, and 
especially children, considering the key role they play in the protection of our planet in their day 
to day life and future.

 In cooperation with the hotel InterContinental Moorea Resort & Spa and the Moorea Dol-
phin Center, the association provides into a new facility called the “Fare Moana, à l’éducation de 
l’environnement”, educational programs to schools and groups that allow them to better understand 
cetaceans, marine turtles, coral reefs, their natural habitat and the local dangers that threaten these 
natural resources. In 8 years, more than 39 000 children were awared of the impotance of protecting 
our natural heritage.

 “Honu Recre” is an educational program on marine turtles available for all primary schools 
of Polynesia (from 3 to 11 years old). Its contents have been designed according to the national edu-
cational standards, and validated by the DEP (Department of Primary Schools) of French Polyne-
sia. The duration and contents of the program vary according to the level of the class (maximum 
2h30 long). Children will learn how to recognize the 7 species of sea turtles by various educational 
tools and finalize their visit by the sea turtle clinic. Since its creation on 2007, this program welco-
med more than 1 500 children.

Honu Récré       

Delphineau Récré   
 The Delphineau Récré program has developed to learn about the marine mammals life 
diversity, their ecosystems, their characteristics, their feeding habits and food chain, or whales 
migrations, using a variety of fun and educational tools and spending some time observing the 
dolphins from the water edge. Its contents have been also validated by the DEP (Department of 
Primary Schools) of French Polynesia and it’s duration vary from 1h30 to 2h30 depending on the 
level. Since the beginning, this program welcomed more than 3 500 children. 

 This new program created in 2008 is oriented to coral reefs, it’s fauna and flora and delivered 
to schoolchildren from 10 to 11years old (Primary school).  Its contents have been also designed 
according to the national educational standards. At the end of the first part of plays through board 
games and funny activities, it offers the visit of the underwater trail and its amazing marine life 
hidden in the lagoon during one hour. In two years, this program gathered more than 220 children 
and makes them learn why we need to protect our marine biodiversity. 

Lagon Récré

 Accompanied by an educator of Te mana o te moana, children will visit the place from the 
Sea Turtle Clinic to the Moorea Dolphin Center, answering their questions. This program is desig-
ned for holiday camps and extracurricular centers.  The goal is to make them understand the link 
between all the Biodiversity of the world.

Informal Program

Moana Récré
 This educational program has been created to combine different thematics of the marine 
world (marine flora and fauna, cétaceans, sea turtles, fishes...).  After a first educational part in 
room and educational workshops in groups, pupils visit the pond of the Moorea Dolphin Center and 
the Sea turtles Clinic. 



ô Educational projects and partnerships
ô Guides, books, educational resources and  
  passport
ô Involvement in environmental events
ô Educational partnerships and awareness   
  raising events

Projects and educational 
partnerships



The “Honu toolkit”

 The educational toolkit on sea turtles called the “honu toolkit” developed by Te mana o te moana 
is available for free to all the schools of French Polynesia since 2009. The goal is to give a special tool 
adapted to the local context and schools standards to increase children awareness to the sea turtles 
conservation in giving to teachers all tools necessary to study sea turtles with their students.
Added to the 2 chest created (one for Tahiti and Moorea and one for the others islands), Te mana o te 
moana distributed its contents on a DVD to French overseas countries and territories and to English-
speaking Pacific countries. 
In creating the DVD, the objective was to gather all different educational materials and tools on sea 
turtles in collaboration with all other members of the network for protection and conservation of sea 
turtles in French Overseas Departments and Territories. 
This huge environmental educational project was funded by a large number of partners: the Fondation 
Nature et Découvertes, the FFEM (Fond Français pour l’Environnement Mondial), the Direction of 
the Environnement, the Moorea Dolphin Center, the InterContinental Hotels Group and the company 
Vini. The « honu » toolkit contains more than 30 educational tools (books, educational game boards, 
posters, DVD and other informative folders), a teacher guidebook composed of scientific and educa-
tional parts and also an exercice book with 11 educational slips for Kindergardens, 14 slips for Years 
1 and 2 and 14 slips for Year 3 to 5. Therefore the content of the pack has been created in close colla-
boration with the educational team from the administrative district of Moorea-Maiao (Department of 
Primary school) which has validated it. The content of the pack has been moreover tested by 20 teachers 
from Moorea in May 2009.
The “honu toolkit” has been officially launched by Richard Tuheiava, Senator of French Polynesia, on 
the World Oceans Day. The Minister of Environment of French Polynesia, representatives of the Mi-
nistry of Education and of the Department for Primary Schools attended the ceremony and officially 
approved the project. Since the beginning of the diffusion, more than 2 500 school learned on turtles 
thanks to the “honu toolkit”. 

 24 islands – 105 schools – 173 classes - 4205 school children

 Te mana o te moana conducted in 2007 a large project on raising awareness on coral reef pro-
tection for Polynesia schoolchildren.
Thanks to a free of charge educational kit that was distributed to all classes of CM2 (students between 
the ages of 8 and 12) of French Polynesia and a special session of animation provided by educators of 
Te mana o te moana, specially trained by the Ocean Futures Society foundation team, 4205 students 
and 173 teachers were aware about the necessity of protecting coral reefs. This project also gives to 
teachers’ adapted tools to the local context; make them use it year after year into their school pro-
gram. The end of the project was a special contest celebrated on June 8th 2008 for the World Ocean 
day. 
In 2011, Te mana o te moana extends the project to the Vanuatu islands, thanks to the funding of 
the AFD (French Agency for Development). An educator went to Vanuatu during 2 weeks, reaching 
more than 1 000 children in delivering the “coral reefs toolkit” and offering to each child a special 
cartoon book called “treasure of the reef”. 

Educational projects Educational toolkit 2007/2008 on coral reefs in partnership 
with Jean-Michel Cousteau and his NGO 
Ocean Futures Society



“Kids, turtles and local colors» (June 2008)

 The aim of this project developed by Te mana o te moana and Medi-
terranean sea turtles’ research and conservation center (CESTMed), was 
to use an image of turtle as an educational engine for students to share 
their knowledge and to learn. An educator from Te mana o te moana deli-
vered presentations in the classroom and also in the Sea Turtle Clinic to 
guide children through the project blog and get them ready for the World 
Oceans Day.

“Oceansemble” program, “Together for 
the world ocean”  (2007-2008 / 2008-
2009/ 2009-2010/ 2010-2011)
 Te mana o te moana participates to the « Oceansemble » program, 
which aims at involving school children worldwide in the protection of 
the ocean - a precious heritage. A special partnership has been created for 
4 years between a school of France and a school of Moorea. The project is 
concluded by a videoconference between both.



 In the following of the “Coral reefs toolkit”, Te mana o te moana wished to 
raise the teenagers awareness.  Haven of life and food resource for those which are 
living on islands, coral reefs are a source of employment for more than 100 mil-
lions persons through the world.  This richness tends to disappear and it’s urgent 
to increase awareness and education that are the necessary first steps in achieving 
sustainable management of coral reefs and their associated fisheries.    
This booklet of 74 pages  is a coral reef education and awareness-building initia-
tive for coastal and island nations with coral reefs in peril, adapted for teachers 
of the 15 years old teenagers. 
It contents is adapted to the French territories of overseas countries and gives 
tools for the teaching profession various figures and exercises. This project was 
funded by the Foundation WWF France and the IFRECOR (French Initiatives 
for Coral Reefs). 

 
At the beginning of the 2011-2012 scho-
ol year, each College of the islands of 
Mayotte, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Réu-
nion, Wallis et Futuna, Martinique, 
French Polynesia and News calédonia 
received into their College 4 examples of 
the Coral Reefs book accompanied by a 
CD Rom with the tool too.

At least, the coral reefs book raised awa-
reness of more than 25 000 teenagers – 
226 Colleges level of the 7 French over-
seas Territories.  

Educational books French Overseas Territories Coral 
reefs bookWhale book

 L’association Te mana o te moana a élaboré un 
Livret pédagogique sur la baleine à bosse de Polynésie 
française, grâce au soutien de l’entreprise TOTAL 
Polynésie. 
Ce livret est à l’attention des élèves de Primaire et ciblé 
Cycle 3 (CE2, CM1, CM2). 
Il est orienté sur une espèce emblématique de nos eaux, « 
la baleine à bosse ». 
Le livret sur la baleine à bosse de Polynésie, édité en 
12 000 exemplaires sera diffusé gratuitement dans les 
classes de Cycle 3 dès la rentrée scolaire 2012-2013. Le 
contenu pédagogique est adapté au Programme Scolaire 
Officiel du niveau ciblé.  
Des séances d’animations seront organisées dans 12 
classes de Tahiti et Moorea pour présenter le projet, le 
contenu du livret et initier l’étude de celui-ci.

Ce livret de 12 pages, se propose ainsi d’informer sur la 
baleine à bosse (son anatomie, mode de vie, alimentation, 
migration …) mais aussi sur la nécessité de la préserver 
( menaces, règles d’approche en Polynésie française, rôle 
dans l’écosystème, éco gestes du quotidien …). 

Enfin, un concours sera organisé suite aux séances ani-
mées par les éducateurs spécialement formés, qui sera 
finalisé en date du 8 juin 2013, à l’occasion de la célébra-
tion de la Journée Mondiale des Océans. 

A pilot class has been chosen to study the booklet in Science course during the 
schoolyear. Each student of the 4e 3 class in the College de Paopao was given a copy 
of the book.
On June the 8th, 2012, in te mana o te moana education room within the hôtel 
InterContinental Resort and Spa Moorea, the class presented what had been learnt 
on coral reefs… After that, they visited the underwater trail created by te mana o te 
moana and participated to a sea turtle realease. 



In 2009, Te mana o te moana pu-
blished a practical guide on pink 
whiprays to share the results of its 
scientific research with local ac-
tors. 
This guide broaches various sub-
jects: anatomy, genetics and the 
impact of ray feeding on their na-
tural behavior. Popularizing the 
scientific results of the research, 
this guide will help tourist opera-
tors involved in ray feeding to be-
come educators and to take part in 
conservation of this species. This 
guide addresses any person willing 
to learn more on this fascinating 
animal.

Practical guide « Pink whi-
prays of Moorea »

Published by Te mana o te moana with 
the support from IFRECOR (French Co-
ral Reef Initiative), bibliographic review 
on climate change and sea turtles sum-
marizes various scientific publications on 
paleontology, climatology, sedimentology, 
populations’ genetics, physiology and her-
petology. 

Bibliographic review on sea turtles and 
climate change

Practical guide on sustainable 
marine-based activities in French 
Polynesia

As a part of the project of Sustainable 
Tourism in French Polynesia, elabora-
ted by Te Mana O Te Moana, funded by 
the CRISP (Coral Reef Initiative’s in 
the Pacific), trainings on nautical tou-
rism and environment protection have 
been organized on the islands Tahiti, 
Moorea, Bora Bora and Fakarava. 
Done for the touristic partners of the 
lagoon, this formation was managed by 
the marine biologist Matthieu Petit, 
who also elaborated a practical guide 
on sustainable marine-based activities 
in French Polynesia. 
The guide presents environmentally 
friendly practices and was delivered to 
all providers of nautical activities and 
to the accomodition structures. 

A practical guide on sustainable 
tourism

This guide on sustainable tourism, 
adapted to French Polynesia’s speci-
ficities, adresses hotels and pensions 
and provides tips and solutions to set-
up an more sustainable and eco-frien-
dly activity, and to apply to eco-certi-
fication.

This guide is inspired from the guide 
«Making small hotels and Resorts En-
vironmentally sustainable : a simple 
checklist for Fiji Operators», edited in 
2003 within a project for the promo-
tion of sustainable tourism in Fidji. 
However, it has been reviewed and 
adapted to the local context.

Information guides



Distribution of the Citizen of the Ocean Passport

 15.000 passports printed in par-
tnership with the World Ocean Network
The World Ocean Network brings to-
gether aquariums, science centers, mu-
seums, associations and NGO’s, educa-
tional or environmental organizations 
from around the world. These organi-
zations reach each year over 200 mil-
lion people. The members of the World 
Ocean Network have decided to create 
the Citizen of the Ocean status in reac-
tion to the rapidly growing degradation 
of the world ocean.

 Te mana o te moana, which 
president is a founder member of the 
World Ocean Network, relays this 
worldwide education initiative on the 
threats that weight down on future of 
the oceans and distribute the Citizen 
of the Ocean Passport (adult passports 
available in English and French, kids 
passports available in French).

Educational resources created - Examples 



Involvement in environmental events

 Since its foundation, Te mana o te moana has been taking an active part 
into important environmental events organized together with its partners. 
Environment day, World Ocean Day, Science Festival, Nature Festival, In-
ternational Clean-Up Day, World Water Day are some of these events.



World Ocean Day

 Since its creation, Te mana o te moana is participating to the World Ocean day in cele-
brating the event on Tahiti and Moorea. World Ocean Day is a worldwide celebration and day 
of mobilization, education, information and action dedicated to the marine environment. Its 
goal is to raise awareness on the vital role of the oceans and the need to protect them.
Te mana o te moana non-profit foundation, member of the World Ocean Network (who ini-
tiated the event), organizes each year, in collaboration with the Moorea Dolphin Center, the 
World Ocean Day in French Polynesia. The program includes open doors, exhibitions, infor-
mation booth, conferences, games and distribution of the Citizen of the Ocean Passport that 
encourages its owner to protect the sea wherever he is.



Operation “Our planet under water” 

 In 2009, Te mana o te moana, in partnership with Alofa Tuvalu NGO and the Ministry 
of the Environment of French Polynesia conducted a project raising awareness on climate 
change named “Our planet under water”. It aimed at showing the example of Tuvalu, the first 
island nation under risk of disappearing because of the sea water level raise and at raising 
awareness on good daily practices helping to fight against climate change. The event has been 
organized by Te mana o te moana and Alofa Tuvalu non-governmental organizations for the 
Earth Day 2009 and the Week of climate change and freshwater launched by the Ministry 
of the Environment in the gardens of the city hall of Papeete. Presentations for schools, pu-
blic conferences and debates, information booths displaying educational resources on climate 
change were a great success and created awareness of more than 1 000 visitors (800 children).

	  

Educational partnerships and awareness raising events

“Manareva Operation: “from Ocean 
to Space, let’s preserve our Future!” 
(2008/2009)

 2008: Education and Conservation project “Manareva: from Ocean to Space let’s protect 
our Future”: a message of hope from the Earth to space, a pareo signed by children from all 
over the world during the Unesco Youth Forum in Paris on the 12th and the 13th of October 
2007: Arabia, Greece, Spain, England, USA, France, Ukraine, Chad, Mozambique, Djibou-
ti, Angola, Seychelles, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Romania, Russia, Switzerland, Australia, New 
Zealand, Ireland, Salvador… This pareo flies with Richard Linnehan during Spacelab mission 
STS 123 form the 11th to the 26th of March 2008 aboard space shuttle Endeavour. Over 800 
persons (kids and adults) involved!

2009: Two outstanding patrons for Te 
mana o te moana
For the International Year of Astro-
nomy and the World Oceans Day, Te 
mana o te moana, invites two astro-
nauts Jean-François Clervoy (3 Spa-
celab missions aboard Space Shuttle 
Atlantis) and Richard Linnehan 
(4 Spacelab missions aboard Space 
Shuttles Columbia and Endeavour) 
with the support of GIE Tahiti Tou-
rism, ProScience NGO and Inter-
Continental hotel group in French 
Polynesia. The astronauts give confe-
rences on Blue Planet preservation 
for adults and kids and become pa-
trons of Te mana o te moana.



Tetiaroa’s atoll giant Beach clean up
 Avril 2007 : Journée de la Terre. L’atoll de Tetiaroa, une île quasi 
déserte au nord-ouest de Tahiti, incarne l’image d’un paradis préservé et 
immaculé. Pourtant, les plages sont jonchées de déchets, apportés là par 
l’océan. Une mission de nettoyage, organisée par Te mana o te moana, a 
permis de ramasser 15 m3 (840 kg) de déchets en tout genres (dont environ 
un tiers de déchets recyclables), qui ont ensuite été rapatriés sur 
Tahiti.

Raising school children awareness of 
the Moorea island Protected 
Marine Areas
 For a better knowledge of the “Restricted Marine Areas” of the island 
of Moorea (PGEM) rules created in 2005, a raising awareness plan was 
set up by Te mana o te moana, in partnership with the City hall of the 
Moorea-Maiao islands and the PGEM Foundation.  Since 3 years now, 
educators from Te mana o te moana are delivering special programs, using 
educational boards, interactive games and tools, 2 times per month during 
the “sailing camp” organized by the Education Ministry for the 7th scho-
ols of the island of Moorea. Each time, the “fee’ running game board” (the 
octopus in Tahitian language) is used. This special game was created by 
Te mana o te moana for a better understanding of the regulation thanks 
to the funding of the French Polynesia Fishery Ministry.
In total, this program helped to reach the 7th schools of Moorea’s - 
300 children from 10 to 12 years old and 3 years of participation.



Sustainable 
tourism and 
development  



 Since 2005, Te mana o te moana has been encoura-
ging and advising tourist operations in French Polynesia 
committed to the Earth Check (Green Globe) program. 
The NGO helps to find sustainable solutions for various 
environmental and social issues.

 Earth Check is the global Benchmarking, Certi-
fication and improvement system for sustainable tra-
vel and tourism. It is based on sustainable development 
principles. This global approach addresses both environ-
mental and socio-economic aspects. Green Globe first 
benchmarks and then certifies environmental and social 
performance areas in the fields of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, energy efficiency, management of freshwater re-
sources, solid waste management, ecosystem conservation 
and management of social and cultural issues.

 The 4 hotels of the InterContinental hotel group 
in French Polynesia committed to sustainable develop-
ment were awarded with the Green Globe Bronze Bench-
marked level in 2008. In 2009, InterContinental Moorea 
Resort & Spa is the first hotel of the group to achieve the 
Green Globe Silver Certified status. In 2010, InterConti-
nental Moorea Resort & Spa successfully achieved Ear-
thCheck Silver Certification.

 Thanks to the advice from Te mana o te moana and 
to the commitment of the hotel teams, the hotels im-
proved their waste management, took water-saving and 
energy-efficiency measures and initiated a responsible 
buying policy. Te mana o te moana provided trainings to 
the hotels’ employees on various sustainable development 
issues.

Promotion and Development of a Sustainable Tou-
rism in French Polynesia

 In the following of the Ecotourism development project started in 
Fidji, Te mana o te moana wished to extend this action to the French 
Polynesia islands, contributing by the way to promote sustainable prac-
tises for the reefs environment. Funded by the CRISP, this project called 
« Development and promotion of a sustainable tourism in French Polyne-
sia » started in 2009. Trough it, another goal is to encourage the economic 
development of a local company “BoraEcoFish”, contributing to the eco-
tourism and sustainable concern of marine resources. 
 This entity, specialized into post – larva, fish and invertebrate bree-
ding coming from ecological collects, is a truly example of commercial 
activity aiming environmental step, offering the development of the local 
ecotourism too.
 As part of this project, a strategic plan of promoting experience from 
BoraEcoFish to private partners, publics ones, locals and internationals 
was created. The stapes of the project “Sustainable tourism promotion” 
also included the creation of an informative user’s guide and a training 
day for the nautical activities actors. 



Trainings and

conferences



 Since 2005, Te mana o te moana organizes trainings on marine environ-
ment and marine species to enable a better knowledge of the marine environ-
ment and the marine species from the population. Those ones are addressing 
to various publics such as teachers, students or diving instructors, nautical 
activities actors, companies committees, etc. and are delivered either to the 
national or international public, or during special seminars for sustainable 
development or for international scientists congress (UICN, Blue Planet Fo-
rum, International Symposium on Sea Turtles Biology and Conservation, 
United Nation Conference on Climate Changes COP 15-Copenhague, France 
Sea turtles Group, World Ocean Network, etc). Those trainings, conferences 
or seminar’s goals are to share and to obtain a new knowledge’s and its threats. 
Te mana o te moana also delivers specific trainings at the French Polynesia 
University and at the French Polynesia Services for Sports and Youth.

Trainings and conferences



Team
 Dr. Cécile Gaspar, President, Veterinarian, PhD in marine ecology, 
founding member of the World Ocean Network, Expert of the Species Survival 
Commission for the IUCN French Committee (International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature) and of the International Sea Turtles Group of the UICN, also 
in charged of conferences at the Practical School for High Studies (EPHE).

Vie Jourdan, Educator and 
Education Officer, Coordi-
nator of the foundation and 
Expert of the Education 
and Communication French 
Committee of the IUCN 
(International Union for 
Conservation of Nature).

Matthieu Petit, Marine 
Biologist, Marine Envi-
ronment project officer.

Noel Pahio, Technician, 
trainer at the sea turtle cli-
nic. Project realized thanks 
to the financial support of 
Tahiti Legends.

Manutea Tevero, tech-
nicien secrétaire au sein 
de l’association, CEPIA 
contract 

Magali Soria,  Animator, 
in charge of the delivered 
programs.

Nicolas Leclerc,  Ma-
rine biologist, in charge 
of field missions.

Regular partners

Casual collaborators
	  

Anthony Lagant-Auguste Soi Louk-Louis Maatoa-Casimir Rochette-Teariki Mana-Raimeho Builard-– Tamahere – Trevor Horth- Rudolph Toromona-Timera Teheura 

Anthony Lagant, Auguste Soi Louk, Louis Maatoa, Casimir Rochette, Teariki Mana, Tamahere, 
Raimeho Buillard, Trevor Horth, Rudolph Toromona, Timera Teheura

Board of directors
Richard Bailey is Chairman and CEO 
of Pacific Beachcomber and serves as 
President of Paul Gauguin Cruises, 
Inc. Bailey is also co-founder of the 
non-profit foundation, Te Mana o Te 
Moana. 

Rodolphe Holler is the owner and Ma-
naging Director of Tahiti Private Expe-
ditions.  His wide experience as a diving 
instructor and marine biology make him 
the guide specialist and advisor for supe-
ryachts both in Tahiti and in other parts 
of the world.

Eric Berthon is, since 2009, Deputy Se-
cretary General of the High Commis-
sioner in French Polynesia and head 
of the administrative division of the 
Austral Islands. 

Sylvie Brasseur Folituu has an ac-
counting degree. She also has a master 
degree in tourism management.
She is the director of the Moorea Dol-
phin Center.

Jean François Clervoy, graduated from 
Ecole Polytechnique in Paris; Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure de l’Aéronau-
tique et de l’Espace and Flight Test 
School in Istres. Seconded from the 
Délégation Générale de l’Armement, 
Clervoy was selected as an astronaut in 
1985 by the CNES and then in 1992 by 
the ESA.. Patron of the association.

Eric Deat in graduated in economic, 
business management and in Spacial 
Plnanning, economy and local deve-
lopment. Administrative Officer of 
the French polynesia since 2000, he is 
actually  the head office of the Consti-
tuency Development Funding of the 
Tuamotu and Gambier islands.  

René Galzin has a doctorate in science. 
He is the Director of studies at the 
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes 
(EPHE), member of the laboratory 
within the CNRS-EPHE and Presi-
dent  of the of the scientific council of 
the biosphere reserve of Fakarava.

Elena Perry is an environmental engi-
neer.  After working in different envi-
ronmental associations, she became the 
project manager of Te Mana O Te Moana 
during 2 years. She is now the program 
manager of The Noé Conservation asso-
ciation. 

Philippe Vallette is oceanographer, 
Director of  NAUSICAA and Président 
of the World Film Fetival of Marseille. 
His goal:  to make the ocean know and 
loved to inspire new behaviors.

Monique Vareille is graduated from the  
University of Bordeaux (in the Human 
Ecology field). Former teacher, for the 
last several years she has devoted herself 
to the environmental education.

Marie Vidcoq is responsible for human 
resources and et de la formation en 
charge in charge of the Environmental 
training within the Intercontinental 
dHotel of Moorea. She is also in charge 
of the Environmental training.
She worked closely with Te mana o te 
moana thanks to the « Earth Check » 
label. 

Christian Buchet is graduated from the 
Institute of Political Studies of Paris,  
he has a PhD in history from the Uni-
versité de Paris-Sorbonne. He also has 
an accreditation to supervise research. 



Donate
 If you wish to support Te mana o te moana in its research, conservation and 
awareness efforts, your contribution will be appreciated.

Bank account identification : 

IBAN 
International Bank Account Number
FR76  1746  9000  1770  4161  0001  003 
BIC (Bank Identifier Code)
SOCBPFTXXXX

RIB
Bank account identification
Bank Code 17469
Desk Code 00017
Account number 70416100010
RIB key 03

Domiciliation adress
SOCREDO BANK, MAHAREPA 98728, MOOREA, FRENCH POLYNESIA

Account owner 
ASS TE MANA O TE MOANA
PK 26  BP 1374  Papetoai 98729 MOOREA FRENCH POLYNESIA

Make sure you mention your name, postal address, e-mail. 
You will then be sent a receipt. 

For further information, please contact
ongtemanaotemoana@gmail.com

www.temanaotemoana.org



Te mana o te moana
BP 1374 Papetoai
98729 Moorea
French Polynesia 
Phone : (689) 56 40 11
@: temanaotemoana@mail.pf
 website: http://www.temanaotemoana.org

The Te mana o te moana non-profit association was founded on Septem-
ber 23rd, 2004. Through its research, conservation and awareness raising 
activities, Te mana o te moana strives to protect the marine environment 
of French Polynesia and to educate the public.

Te mana o te moana non-profit is state-approved and officially recogni-
zed by the environmental code and recognized as General Interest since 
2008.

Te mana o te moana is a member of the IUCN (International Union for 
Conservation of Nature), membership type B (c) – National non-govern-
mental organizations (number NG/25093)

Te mana o te moana is also member of the World Ocean Network (WON), 
of the IFRECOR  Polynesia (French Coral Reef Initiative), of the FNE 
(France Nature Environnement), of the Te Ora Naho FAPE organization 
(Federation of Polynesian non-profit organisations for the Protection of 

L’ASSOCIATION TE MANA O TE MOANA A ETE 
CREE LE 23 SEPTEMBRE 2004...


