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« When the last tree wnll have fallen, the last rwer poisoned, the last fish caught,
_you will reahize you can'l eat money ».

Amenndan proverb
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Foreword

Frendh Pelynesio & o veritoble ocsis of life, thowsands of kilometers from the closest continent. The marine blodiversity
Is not inself exceptional, but the isclation of the Polynesion archipelogos hos contributed to protecting resources and
mairtaining an abundant marine life. The darity of the water contributes to the approodchobility of marine spedies.

Observation of ceteceons by tourist operctorns begon in the 19907, ond hos now become o mojor commerciol

odtivity in French Polynesia,

On May 134, 2002, French Polynesia's Ministry of the Environment ereoted the ™ Marine Mammal Sanciuary of French
Polynesia®. in 2005, the economic value of this octivity waos estimated oround 657 000 USD. Taohiti and Moorea
[Sodety orchipelogo), Runsy (Austrol archipelogo), ond Rongirca (Tuomotu ardhipelago) ore the islands primarily

concerned with this octivity, Services in chorge of envircnmertel affeirs end some professioncls begon to weorry

about the potential impocs on obierved animals. Nowedays, there are more thon thirry commerciol orgenizations
offering this octivity on o regular or occosional bosis. Commerdial companies are reguired by low 1o get o speciol
"delphin and whale-waiching permit”, ord they have 1o respect the relevant legidotion conceming the approadh
ond observotion of the onimah.

Nevertheles, tourism development it often occompanied by on increcse in environmental footprints, It is in the
interest of ¢ll the concemed panidpants 10 ensure o recionable exploiterion of the relources.

In 2010, the non-profit orgorizotion Te mana o te moona crealed o project to increase owoareness of sustainable
tourism for sourism operotors, reminding them of the relevont regulotion and the rules of good conduct thot they
should follow. The need for informing, thoring and accompanying operotorns in thelr octivity wos noted.

Te mano o ‘e moona decided 1o create the Obtervatory of cetaceans in French Polynesic with the wpport of
Tetal Fouwrdation, Natre et Découverte Foundation end in parmernhip with the Direction of the Envirenesent of
French Polynesio [DIREN).

One gool of the Chservatory is to collect cbservationol dato, 1o summarize ond populorize them; olso to create
npport ond methodologicol took to help operoton ond recreational boaters, ond to improve their erdronmental process.

This guide i an educctional and methodological tool created to et cetacean observers.

Its gocls ore:

= 1o remind the operators of the relevont legisiation ard the olready existing opproadch recommendations.

= 10 provide helpful roch concerning marine mammal Idenmtificotion.

- 16 provide information on ecology, biclogy end divenity of cetaceom of French Polynesio; thewe data could be
useful 10 operators wiling to educote and sensitize their clienss.

« 10 help perpetucre the development of sustainobie Dolphin and Whale Wandhing odivities in French Polynesia.




I- GENERALITIES

1 - Ori
Dolphing and whaoles beloang to the family of vertebrate animals from the doss of mommols. Mammols share
characteristics such 03 o comtont body temperature, a pulmonary breathing, o highly developed nervous system,
the presence of hairs, ond muniing of young.
Dolphing end wholes are marine mommals, This oppellation describes mammaols that ore restricted 10 living in the
ocean, swch o1 Cotocecns (wholes, delphing and porpoise) or Sirenians (manatees, dugongs), ond mommals living
partially in the woter such os Pinnipeds (300 bors, welruses)...on well a3 seo ofters and polor beors
Dolphirs ond wholes belong to the order of Cetoceo [word derived from the Greek ot kedos 1) meoning #t morine
monater ¥ or i big fish 1), The most recent douificotion bosed on the study of relationships and espedially genetic
relationihips, tends 1o regroup e order of Cetaceom and Articdodhyhs in o 1ome grouss the Cetarsodoctyla,
This group comprises Tylopodo (camel), Svina (pig, pecarry), Ruminaatic (cow, goat, sheep, horse, giraffe),
Hippopotamidoe (Wppopotamus), end Cetacea (whales, dolphins end porpoises).

Evelution of Celocsons ' 2 4

e

The hippopotomus is the closest lond relative of whales ord dolphine. 50 milion yeors ago, the first representatives
of Cetoceons were seml aquatic animals that voguely looked like dogs (although not related o them). According
1o current theorles, by trading the kond emironment to on aquatic envirenment, cetocecns had occess 1o more
abundant food. The first emergence of ceteceans began 50 millioa yeors ¢go. Some baleen whales

oppeared approximately 20 milkon yeers age.

Among the 14 fomilles of cetaceons, ol of them have been present on earth for more than two 1o five million yeors.
Todoy, they regroup 87 species (hwo new dolphin spedes hove been recently added: Tursiops ousirolis and
Orconla hainchn),

The celoceans’ bony skuciure of their pectoral fEppers dearly shows

westiges of the land onimal ancestor having 5 fingers.




Cetacean are divided in 2 suborders: Mysticeti, which are ceteceons with baleen and Odontocer, cetocean
with teeth.

= Mysticetes [ceteceans with baleen) : 14 species

Excmple: instead of teeth, the huspbock whale hos baleen, o3 does -
the other rorquls, groy whales, right whales, and the pygmy right whale. = ; B Balcen plater
They have o double respiratory orifice (blowhole). - ~

Baleen plotes, made of kerokin (like our hingernails), ore vied to

filter water ond thereby calch food, which is mostly composed
of plankton and krill (small shrimp).

P> Odostocetes (cesocenns with teeth) : 73 spedes

"_—-—-ni."l;!l}“: blewhs b
Bottlenose dolphins and sperm whales ore excmples of - C—
Odeontocetes o1 are porpoites, beluge wheles, orcos end beak
whales. They have teeth that con be used 1o coich or hold their
prey (crustoceons, squid, fish) and for sodalization.
The odontocetes have o single blowhole.

Odontocetes do not chew their peey but swallow them or pieces of them whele.

The spinner dolphin con have up 1o 250 leeth (the greotest number of any mammal) !

- CETACEANS IN FRENCH POLYNESIA
] - r ry in Fr P

In 2002, whe French Polynesion gavernment crected a morine mammal sonctuary covering on area of 5.5 milion
squore kilometers.

The gool of this sancivary is to provide sustainable protection for marine mammok agoinst ony type of nuisance.

Arcund e world, cetoceans have to foce many anthropogenic threah such a3 the pollution, disturbance related 1o
maring octivibes and their oudible impects, and the we of Fithing nets (nawadays, nets ore the | " monalty couse of
cetaceans in the world)L




In addition to forbidding the copture of cetoceans, French Polynesia’s sondiuary, |Artide A, 121-3 of the Code of the
Environment] also aims to reduce the Impac of tourism on the onimals. I foo, the Code of the Envirorment regulates the
opproach of cetaceans for private, cinematographic, scientific or commercial activifies - (Articles A 121-3/121-4/
121-25 10 121-356). Marine mammals ane lsted o3 cotegory ¢ B 11 spedes comidered ai rore, or of pariauar inferet.

Any acivily involing the ehservation of marre moamme's Exomples of sanctuories amend he waorld
muit have an outharisation delivered by the Direction [FNRSSSPPeN ”&,w,r

of the Environment of French Polynesia.
Through the crection of its soncivary, Frendh Polynesio mode
on important step loward the protection of marine
mammals, lke other courtries of the region |Australio,
MNew Zealond, etc...) ond toward respecting the commir- i
ments French Pol'm mode in front of the Imemotionol Pl T T e .

Whaoling Commission. moyor resting, feeding ond reproduchion oreos in e French

Protected for almost 50 yeari, mos! population of bumpback whales around the waorld have increased
more subslontially thon populations of other wholes. However, becouse of their extremely low numben
in the South Pocific, hn.mpboch here ore clossed os “Endongered™ by the WWCN. The world populction
of humpboack whelet is currently sstimated by the Inlemali onal Wheling Commission a1 approximately
80 000 individuol, divided indo 4 mojor populcfions in the norhern hemisphere and 7 major grovpings
in the southern hamisp

Climate change con impod krill abundance, the batic food for humpback wholes when they are
in Antarctic during oustrol summ«n before they return 1o French Polynesio in winder. Kdill
is 0 criscal limiting fodor for reprodudive success and the survival of individuals.




2 - Adaptotion to the environment

Millions of yeors ogo the evolution of cetaceors from o terrestricl ife to on oquatic one required mony cdoptofions.
Among the numerous tramsformations wos the storage of oxygen. Adequate oxygen is inmured by an high blood
volume, o high omount of hemoglobin in blood, ond myoglobin in thkwe, oll of which permit kang breath holding
capadities. The sperm whale it able 10 dive for more than | howr ot depihs of more than 2 500 meters (8 200 feet].

Dorsal fin : stabilisation

Adoptations of celoceans to morine life (in blue: lecomotion, in purple: senses, in apple green: breathing,
in oronge: reproduction).

Swimming abllity has abo been crucial for the adaptation of cetaceans to thelr aquatic environment.

To assist the hydredynomics (streamlining) of cetaceoms, their genitals ore internal (they hove genital slits);
they don't have external ears; the fins are mostly flexible (made of cartiloge); the nostrils ore locoted on
top of the head (the blowhole): the thape of their body it treamlired; and the tkin it emcath [eily eiped).
Thanks to their toil fiukes, some cetoceans con reach the speed of 50km/h (I Imiles per howr] |

Other odaptotions to the ogualic life allow them 1o fight agoinst the cold with o Fhick blubber loyer or 1o locote
their prey efficdontly in the liquid environrment by possessing on echolocation system.

The freshwater needed by dolphins comes from their lood.

Dolphin' echolocefion system is much more efficient thon any modem ionar, Nevertheless,
it does not stop them from being b in fishing nets. (300 000 deathsyear). ..

“ To help dolphins to locate nets ond aveid them, hightly reflective sargets bove been
attached to nets.




3- ration

Species encountered in French Polynesia can be residents, nomads, or migretars. Resident species such o spimner
dolphing, bottlenote dolphins, and rough-toothed dolphing are sedentary and will spend all yeor feeding ond
reproducing within their home range.

Spedes like killer wholes ond bands of sperm wholes femcles and $eir young cruise between archipelogos or between
isonds, kooking for food ond mating cpportnities. Migrating species found in French Polynesio indude the humpbock
whales ond adult mole sperm whales.

The humpbock whaole & the most commonly observed mysicete in the Padfic areo. Every yeor, they migrate between
their resting ond reproduction areas [tropical waters of the Pocific oceon) ond tweir feeding oreos [Antorctic ocean),
traveling approximately 12 000 ks bodk and forh, They con be observed in French Polynesio from June o November.
Adult femcles come to give birth ond nurse their calves, to mate, and to rest, As for cdult moles, they vie
their song (cuddle for hundreds of kilometers) 10 perhops anroct the females, or 0 signel heir prevence 1o other moles
and thereby aveid conflicts, or perhops bot Arrival and deporture of humpbodk wholes in French Polynesia takes
ploce in on approximotive chronologicol pottern.

Chreaologicol eeder of arrivol and deportere of humplock whales in French Polyretiia

Less frequently, sperm wholes con be observed In our waters. Females ond young stay in the warm waters during
summaer, while adul® moles go o feed In polor watery; thoy will then join fermales in winter fo reproduce.

Songs of humpback males can last more than 20 hours, and can be heard more than

200 kms (124 miles) away.

4 - Geographic Partitions in Frendh Palyneda

Depending on the archipelogos, populotions of cetoceans vory,
Their presence is condiioned by criterdo ke the odertation of the
iland regarding the currers, the topogrophy ond the presence of
o shalow depth wbmarine thelf,

All erchipelogos have fovaurcble properties 10 wekome celocear.
For example, he Marquesas Islonds hove a low anthropogenic
Impoct, but the Gombiler Islonds send 1o be on enigma, Indeed,
oven though humpbaocdk whales crviie thote waters, dolphing are
very 1eldom found even though the habitat it well adopted 1o
wpport them (prewwence of prey in the weter, eic...)




Legend
Big delphinids:

Small dedphinids:

Bt whnlet:

Small biadidtsh

Bottienose dolphin (Tursiops truncotus), MARQUESAS
Rough-toothed dolphin (Steno bredanensis), .
Fraser’s dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosel) @ "
Spdoreer deslpbin (Soemelts booygoets),
Sootred dolpiin (Somela ottewata)

'l'l.llll(ﬂ’u
Dot sper whale (Mogda sima),
Sprm whals [Physeter macroepdhaksg) ; :
Curvir's baskind whale (Tiphkat covirortri], O
Elairrvile's beaked whale (Mesopdodon denirestrb) m .
Shoat-finned pliot whale (Globicephala macrortymches),
Falsa kilar whale (Preudoveo cressidens),
i v Q e
Melon-Headed whale (Peponocephala electra), .
Pyprmy Kfler whale (Revesa otrenucta) AUSTRAL ’ GAM
Fissc's dolphin (Grampus grseus)

Gesgrophical reperition of cetacean species in French Polyneila (Jonyary-May 2011) - excerpt fram the cenivs progrom
of the mega mariee wildlife through ceral obiervalicn (REMMOA) of the Mammals Reiearch Conter-La Rochelle Univeriity,
France, and the protecied marine areas egendy.

5 - ldentity Profiles of Speciet

Of the 87 different spedies of cetaceans, over 20 can be found In French Polynesla. The 14 most commonly
observed ore described in i guide.

Mysietes

Onadaceter

1
[oonwide ] [ Towdwe ] [ oo ] [Pasenios ]

Peul sperm whaly
H whale [ RO




Humpback whale

(Megaptera novoeanghoe)
Charactoristic blow Dorsal fin wider than its height
g ina«V»shape e Concanve Nukos,
wrvnred [lecated at the 2/ 3™ of the body length)
with knobs callod - shghtly bumped,
l with notehes on back edge

Prisancs of bamacles

on the haad, on the pectoral
fippers and on the tail fukes
White coloration on the bally,
D i the pectornl fippers and the bottom side
of the tail flukes
on uppes body
Long pectoral flippers,

up to 4-5 mators (1316 ft)

Froech nome : bokeine & boase
Sire 11 10 18 maters (36 1o 59 foet)

Weight; 24 1o 40 tom (52 910 10 88 184 pounch)

Gestovor: 10 10 12 momis

MNursings 6 10 12 montts

Reproducton: | coll every 2 10 3 yeors

Feodhrg hobats kril, plonkoon ond 1choo's of smoll fish

Secxd orgoniroton: individuah Tve dlore o ooour sempororily in
smoll groups of 2 10 4 individuok; Humpbodk whales migrate 1 here

20 give birth, reproduce, runie the colves ord 1o reet.

Stoha of e et in donger of eingtion in Be South Podfic ond in the Arabion Sea. All over B @@
rest of the workd, they ore dossfied 03 "Leost Concem™ by the IUCH, meaning not of risk.

Datrdusion in French Polyresa con be found frem lre %o Mowember; cionse 10 the reef barrier ond

intide the bays ond logoons. Loslly observed in the Austral, Sockety ond Tuomoss oechipelogos
roprodaction aroo)

/

Its scientific name Megaplera novoeangloe means It long wings from New England 1 and refers to its long
pectoral flippers (3-4 meters) (13-16 feets) ond to the place where this specie wos First described.

Despile #3 weight, the humpback whale is able o jump and get its entire bedy out of the waler of o speed of
35km/h (22 miles h).

The lishe 4 shells # which con be found on the humpbadk whale's bedy are custaceans colled o bamades 1; live
in 0 commensal redotonihip with the whales. e




Sperm whale
(Physeter macrocephalus)

Small dorsal protuberance, Fairty uniform dark
i a round or tnangular shape coloration, rangng from

French rome: cochalot

Size: 10 10 20 meters (33 10 43 feet), depending on
the 1ex (moles ore mwch bigger thos females)
Weight, 15 80 55 tom (33 000 10 125 000 poundh),
depeading on the tex

Gecioticn 12 1o 16 monds

Nurgieg: 19 10 42 months

Reprodkcison: | colf every 410 & yean

Feedhing hobiti: cephalopods (1quidi) ard pelogk fiah
Socol ergonizoton: groups of 2 1o 20 femoles ond
svenlle mole:; clder odul moles ore viwel'y wolrary whea not breeding.

Shotus of e species: velnercble . @G
MWhFMPMWMHMIMbhmmmbh 4
Sociaty ond 2% lskond fownd dhurta hm

ce—

= >
“—— - g

The sp«mwhnleu the world chernpwrl I‘ur beeath holdirg. ruuchlrln depths uph} 2 500 meters (8 208 feet) !
while not breathing for 90 minules | It often feeds on medium sized as well as giont and colossal

. |_3quids, sometimes !! M fierce battles !

- \ S -




Dwarf sperm whale

(Kogia sima)
slightly posterior, &t is pointy and sickle shaped
mwelon, head shape vory I Groyah to dark grey and

Franch name: cocholot naln

Size: 2 10 2.7 maters (& 10 BB foet)

Waight 135 ro 275 kg1 (300 8o 400 pownds)

Geshation: 9 10 11 mossks

Reprackiction: 1 colf every yeor

Feoding hobini: cepholopods (squids) ond fish

Socol orgonizoties: grovps of 2 10 B individvols; diode o the thore

Stods of the pecier: inwffident dato

Dhateibwtion in French Palpreuio: present in the Morqueias ond the Socety llonds

For a long time mistaken with the pygmy sperm whale, the dwarf sperm whale is very shy ond we
know very litle about this spedes.

oy

- L . "
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Killer whale
(Orcinus orca)

Tall doreal hin
[2m fer makes) [6.61t)

Huge corecal
and pointed head Gy asaddas on the back,

_______.—-—‘-'- ur.andopnrdtmw,]ﬁ-

andd whits pigrestntatasn

on Lha bolly
shapod ke paddes
y e

Franch nome: Orque or Epoulard

Sre: 510 9 meten (16 o IO feet)

Weight: 4 10 ¢ 1ors (8 800 ro 19 80D pownds)
Geafchion: 15 10 18 moethy

Repredsction: | colf every 5 years

Feading bobets: fiah ond cetocecms

Secol ergonsohon: grougs of 2 1o 5 individuolsy;
present offshone ond nshare

Siatui of the pecer nudficenm data
Dvstridution i French Polyreso: prewent in the Toomes, Morguesos ond Sockery slonds

Killer whale males can reach the size of 10 meters (33 feet).
The killer whale is one of three cetaceans (with the false killer whale and pigmy killer whale)




Short-finned pilot whale

{Globicephola macrarhynchus)
Large dorsal fin curved for makes;
Pale eye ne wadks st tha bottom and of vanabie
/ shape [wader than highar)
- Back paler than

' 9 the rest of the body

Durk griry to black
Pgmantation

=

Relatrsely lorg and Elangate shape of the rear body
narrow pectoral Pippers

Froech rome; Globicéphale tropical
Size: 1410 7.2 meters (12 10 24 feet)
Waight arownd 3 tons (1o & 600 pounds)
Geviobicn: 15 months

| Reproduction. 1 cof every 5 1o B yeon

| Feeding habifs: cophalopods (1quich); bust moutly durieg night

| Socol orgosrotien: groups of 10 10 40 individeols; pretent offshore ond imhore.

Stotus of e specien Imufficent dosa
Dt ibevon an French Polymeua: presert froughout the yoor, eipedally dose b Margueun, '@
Tuomony, ond Sodery ilords

The shor-finned pikot whale can hold his breath for 30 minutes, and dive to 600 meders (2 000 feet).
Its name waos given ofter being frequently seen at the bows of beats,

Its French name « globicéphale », comes from its scientific name, Globicephalo, meaning # globe
shaped head »,




Melon-headed whale
(Peponocephale elecira)

rostrum [beak) pectoral fippers. pointy for males

French some: Douphia d Tlectre
Size: 2 %0 1.8 maters (6.6 %0 9.2 feet)

Weight: 150 10 210 hgs (330 10 452 poundh)

Geitoran: 12 monthy probobly

Feedmg habviy: pelogic fith, cephalopods and occosional cruteceomn
Sovd ergomzoton: groups of 40 10 200 individvoh

Sometises obierved with Froner's dolphine and rough-toothed dolphim
Presem in open ocean ond nearshore wosers

Sotui of e tpoches: minor concem

Distritution i Frerch Polynesso: thrcughout e yeor, mhmmmH L

Depending on sea conditions, it can be pretty hard to lell apart from the young shor-finned pilot whale,
even though the melon-headed whale's bedy is much thinner.




False killer whale

(Psevderca crostidens)
Sickle shaped dorsal fin,
i 7t with & rounded
ond . mirfy eroct n tap
head with protruding

malon; absence of rostrem

Dark gri-,ﬂh Lo Black sk
prgmertation, wthoul scars

_

Viory eBoweshaped ke arcd on the belly
ponty pectoral Mppers

Fronch sormg, Foutso-orgee

Size: 4 80 & meters (13 %0 20 feer)
Weight: up 10 2.2 1om (4 BS0 powndh)
Gottotion: 15 mentn

Reproducton: 1 colf every 3 10 4 yeors [up 1o 7 yeors sometimes)

Diet squid, big fish (funo) ond small dolphing

Soca’ erpomizetion: groups of 3 so 20 ndividuals; mostly observed offhore
Srotus of the speches: Inuffickent data
Ditribufion in French Polyresio; ieldom ween

In coptivity, a folie killer whole maole reproduced with a female bottlenose dolphin; the hybeid, colled
« wholphin 1, was fertile,




Pygmy killer whale

(Feresa attenvota)
Baerage sre dorsal
R i head Mummﬂmﬁ.ﬂ_ MMvnmﬁushupc
getting larger close /,.p
to the dorsal fey Dard to biack

Ips and chin Fairly long pectoral White spots
flippers with round edges on the boly

French mome: Orgue pygmée

Size; 2.1 10 2.5 maters (& %0 B feet)
Werght:110 80 170 hgs (240 so 370 pownds)
Gestohor, utlcwran

Foprodu: hos: unloacren

Feechng hohats- fish, cephalopods, ond occodanolly other ceenceans
Social orgasization; groupd of 15 1o 20 indiiducls

Preient im offshore ond sometimes inihore.

Status of e soecies: Imuffickest doto

. Distribution in Freech Pelyneia: present oll yeor long i the Sodery klonds

This species is known for its aggressive behaviour toward other cetacean species.




Risso's delphin

( ) High sickle-shaped dorsal fin
Absence of rostruom,
bubous head
Pigmentation going from
Square shapud melon slate blue to whita

sround the mouth eoloured scratohies Narrow, dark colcured tad

Franch nome: Douwphin de Bhio
Sire: 2.5 1o 4 mateni (8 10 13 feat)

Woeight: 300 to 500 kg (660 10 1 100 pownds)
Geslohion: 12 1014 months
Reprachsction: | calf 2.5 yeon intervals
Feodieg bobits; mently cophelepods (squidi), fish ;

Secol ergonirehion: growps of 2 10 20 individuols .

Sdodys of the species: mings concem i @G
Dhadribution in French Palyreso: seldom seen; mostly obove deptin of 500 10 1 500 meten l

(1 64010 4 921 fout)

As it gels older, while scares cover ils body: an old Risso's dolphin can leck practically white.




Cuvier's beaked whale

(Ziphivs cavirostris)
Custe small
and curved dorsal fin 2/3
Melon and rostrum Heoad lighter than body kength bohind head
clenrly dmtnct the rest of the body /

French name: Bolene b bec de Cuvier
Sire: 5 80 7 meteri (16 80 22 feet)
Weight: 210 3 vors (4 400 10 & 600 pounds)
Gestoton: lintle s krown, perhops 12 morrhs
Reprodecton: litthe b known

Feechng hadets: cophoalopods (1quids) cad fish
Socicl erganirotion: groups of 2 1o 5 indhviduch

Stotus of fhe species: minor contern
Distribution in French Polynesio: In oll Sodety hilonds .@G

Nicknomed it goowe beaked whale 1, this whale is the mos! common of the becked whale family.
Mot males are covered with scars.




Blainville's beaked whale
(Mesoplodon dersirostris)

Males hwn 2 promisent .

Small pectoral Nppers Daric brown cclourataon of the body,
many webie scars and teeth marks

Froech nome: Boleine & bed of Metopledon de Bloirville
Size: 410 5 matens (13 10 16 feer)
Weight: 1 ton (2 200 powndi)

Gastolion: unandwn —
Feoding hobiti: mostly cepholopods (squids], fish L.
Socol orgonazotos. groups of 2 10 B wdvideoly

St of the specier inwflicient data

Disivibution in French Polyresio: Sociery hilonds

_ S The rostrum "‘?f" jaw) in adult males is the densest bene of any onimal (higher density ;,

" wss  thon elephanis’ ivory). i
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Bottlenose dolphin
(Tursiops truncaftus)

dorsal fin,
/uimurw

Frandh nome: Grond dovphin

Sire: 2 10 4 maters (6.5 16 13 leet)

Welght 190 1o 500 kg (400 10 | 100 pounds)

Ceatation 12 moeths

Lechaton: 24 months

Reprodechion ] call every 2 to 6 yean

Feeding hobihi: Pl cephalepeds end ¢ratoceom

Socol orgonirotion: groups of 5 1o 25 individuolk. Moty found lnshore, ond occosienally
offshore. Sometimer chierved with folie kiler whales, spotted delphkim, short-fianed plot

The bottlencse dolphin con swim wp to 50 km/h (31 mph) and held its breath for 8 minules.

Researchers observed dolphine viing tools in Australia: Ih«? witnested some of them using wea

sponges ploced on their rostrums to prolect their mouths when feeding on the rough seobed.




Rough-toothed dolphin

(Stenc bredanensis)
Faurly straght, ponited,
triangular dorsal fin
Long nnrmow rostrum; Conical band, /
whito colourcd tp  withoul demercation
oN ahits. Etuenin the melon
snd rostrum Griy o brown esloration,

White to pale pink coloration around
the mowth and the lower jow

Rather kng crescentshaped  Wheto %o pale pink
pectorsl fippers colouration of the boly

Froexh nanme: Douvphin & bec éfroil, or # Siéno »
Size: 2 10 2.8 maters (6.4 10 9 feer)

Weight; 130 to 150 kg (284 10 330 pownds)
Gestation: pocrly knen, probably opproxinondy 1 yeor
loxtaton: poorly known

Reproduchon: poorly keown, probably 1 calf every 3 yeon
Feechng hobits: fish ond cephalopods

Sociol orgomization groups of 10 to 50 individucls, Fourd irshore, or o bit more further from
COors; sometimes cbierved winh melon-heoded whales, Frates’s, or bonlenose dolohing

Stotus of the ypeciesn minor concem
Diifribudeon in French Polymesa. présent ofl yeor in Society lWands .

)

Scientists were amaozed to find sargostum (seaweed) in stomach of many sranded animals.
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